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In Fiji the introduction of the sugar industry meant a
search for labour, as the local natives were 'lazy,5 preferring
the easy living on their own land to working for other
people. At first recruiters brought in Melanesians from the
New Hebrides and the Solomons, but these, for some
unaccountable reasons, were not at all keen to work for white
people. They were also used to-the comfortable life on their
own land. Within a few years, it was found necessary to
repatriate them, and look for another labour source. In 1877
it was decided by 'agreement between the authorities in
Great Britain, Fiji and India5 to indent Indian coolies.
To-day the descendants of these coolies nearly outnumber
the native Fijians. Between 1921 and 1938 the number of
Indians grew from 60,634 to 89,333, while the Fijians
increased only from 84,475 to 99,595, representing only
about half the rate of the Indian increase.
When the use of indentured labour was stopped during
the last war, planters were in despair, and in order to obtain
cheap sugar, it was necessary to slightly raise the status of
the Indian coolies, and establish them as tenant farmers.
To-day they control the sugar industry of the colony—at
least, as far as the production end is concerned. The Colonial
Sugar Refining Co., with somewhere about three million
pounds invested in the colony, looks after the processing and
marketing side of the business.
The position of the Indians in Fiji is best summed up in
the 1939 edition of The Pacific Islands Year Book. 'The
sugar company now has £3,000,000 invested in the Fiji
sugar industry ; and world competition in sugar production
is so keen that its main problem in Fiji is to ensure an
adequate supply of cane at a price which will protect that
huge investment. It appears to have done that by the
establishment of the Indian cane-growing community.
'The Indian farmers also grow cotton, rice, and maize.
They are industrious, frugal agriculturists and keen
traders—1,500 of them are storekeepers. The taxi-cab
business in Fiji is an Indian monopoly—there are 1,500
licensed drivers. They are increasing more rapidly than the

